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The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. FARENTHOLD).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
February 9, 2016.

I hereby appoint the Honorable BLAKE
FARENTHOLD to act as Speaker pro tempore
on this day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Brian
Pate, one of his secretaries.

————

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 5, 2016, the Chair would now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 1
minute p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
0 1400

AFTER RECESS
The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. FARENTHOLD) at 2 p.m.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Merciful God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

We ask Your special blessing upon
the Members of this people’s House.
They face difficult decisions in difficult
times, with many forces and interests
demanding their attention.

Enlighten the hearts of those who are
faithful and tireless in securing equal
justice under the law. Fulfill the hopes
of those who long for peace and secu-
rity for their children. Guide and pro-
tect all elected officials and all who
choose to serve this Nation through
public service.

Unite Your people and keep them fo-
cused on essentials that reflect Your
kingdom, even in the midst of con-
flicting opinions, philosophical dif-
ferences, and the contentiousness of an
election season.

Bless us, O God, and be with us all
this day and every day to come. May
all that is done be for Your greater
honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. BABIN)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. BABIN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

MAKING GOVERNMENT WORK
BETTER

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, our
charge in Congress is to be very careful
and frugal and honest with the people’s
money that they send via their hard-
earned tax dollars.

Today we have an opportunity to
make good on part of that with our
commitment to making the govern-
ment work better for the people it
serves, control spending, and work at
finally getting down the national debt.

The VA medical facility construction
process is broken and highly in need of
major reform. For example, in Colo-
rado, the VA spent at least triple, prob-
ably quadruple, even quintuple, what it
was expected to spend on the construc-
tion of a replacement hospital due to
mismanagement and lack of account-

ability.
The GAO found in 2013 that the VA’s
four largest medical construction

projects were experiencing significant
delays and massive cost increases. In
my district, the VA plans to build two
replacement clinics, in Redding and in
Chico, which the VA says will take 5
years.

In order to streamline and improve
the VA’s medical facility construction
process, the House will vote on H.R.
3106 today, which is sponsored by
Chairman JEFF MILLER of the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

The bill includes commonsense re-
forms that will require the VA to use
industry standards for medical facility
construction projects and increase con-
gressional oversight.

I am proud to support this bill and to
continue to work to be accountable to
the American people, especially our
veterans, who need and deserve clear
access, present access, and timely ac-
cess to the health care they deserve.
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